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Summary Information

Repository Arts of Africa, Oceania, and the Americas
Title Galerie Lemaire records

Date [bulk] Bulk, 1950-1990

Date[inclusive] 1940-1997

Extent 20.0 Linear feet 55 binders; 4 boxes.

L anguage Dutch

Language of Materials note Dutch and English
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Biographical/Historical note

Galerie Lemaire is an Amsterdam-based art gallery founded by Matthias “Louis’ Lemairein 1933. Since
then, the gallery has been continually run by three generations of the family, with a comprehensive
inventory of art that has spanned Africa, Oceania, the Americas, and both Central and Southeast Asia.
Between the 1950s-1970s, the gallery became particularly active in Oceanic art, with the notable
acquisition of the Sepik art collection of Dr. Lautenbach, which was sold to Volkerkunde Museum in
Rotterdam. In addition to being a prominent multicultural art gallery, over the yearsit has al'so served as
acultural hub that has hosted such notable Dutch literati and artists including Annie M.G. Schmidt, the
architect Aldo Van Eyck, and Eugéne Brands, Melle Oldeboerrigter, and the author, painter and sculptor,
Jan Wolkers.

Timeline:
1920s- Matthias (M.L.J.) Lemaire began to deal art from his home in Rotterdam, and later,The Hague.

1932- From May to October, Matthias Lemaire sold art in the Indian Exhibition (Indische
Tentoonstelling) in The Hague.

1933 — Matthias (M.L.J.) Lemaire officially opened an art gallery in the Leidestraat 29, Amsterdam,
under the name Kunsthandel Lemaire.

1960- Kunsthandel Lemaire moved to Prinesengracht 841.

1978- Kunsthandel Lemaire experienced another move to Reguiliersgracht 80, and was renamed Galerie
Lemaire. Matthias’ son, Louis Frederik (Frits) Lemaire took over business operations and also ran a photo
studio, Fotostudio Lemaire. Frits produced many of the photographs that now reside in this collection.
The gallery has remained at this location to the present, and since 2000 it has been owned and operated by
Frits's daughter, Finette Lemaire.

Scope and Contents note

Galerie Lemaire records consist of approximately 15,000 photographs (mostly silver gelatin prints with
asmall percentage of color photographs and transparencies) of art inventory 1940s-1990s. Geographic
areas represented include Asia, Africa, North, Central, and South America, Oceania, (with an emphasis on
the former German New Guinea, now Papua New Guinea and Papua Provence, now Indonesia.) Objects
depicted include figurative scul pture, masks, human skulls; awide range of utilitarian objects including
chairs, stools, headrests, neckrests, paddles, weapons, tools, musical instruments, currency, textiles, and
garments. The photographs range in size from approximately 4 x 5 inches or smaller to 8 x10 inches

or larger, and the majority of them are annotated on the verso with either handwritten or typed labels
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indicating object description, dimensions, medium, geographical location, and/or cultural attribution.
Other details sometimes include when the object was in possession of the Galerie Lemaire, and its selling
price. Galerie Lemaire records also contain bound photocopies of ledger books (1950-1998), ephemera
(announcements, invitations, greeting cards, miscellaneous film negatives and correspondence from
Finette Lemaire), and two black and white photographic negatives and prints, portraits of Matthais
Lemaire.

Arrangement note

Galerie Lemaire appeared to have arranged their visual materials into labeled envelopes (primarily in
Dutch language) containing specific groups of photographs and transparencies. These groupings may
have had administrative significance in relation to other business records retained by Galerie Lemaire.
The labeling varies with the names of either country and/or cultural group of origin, or by object type.
The envel opes and photo groupings therein have been preserved as found, but the archivist hasimposed a
hierarchical geographic arrangement which is further broken out by country and region when possible, in
the following order: Africa (with an additional subdivision for general regions), Americas, Asia (with an
additional subdivision for Indonesia), Europe, and Oceania.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Arts of Africa, Oceania, and the Americas

Conditions Gover ning Access note

Galerie Lemaire records are open and available for research according to The Metropolitan Museum of
Art Archviesregulations.

Related M aterials

Related Archival M aterials note
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The remaining corpus of administrative records for Galerie Lemaire resides with the current proprietor,
Finette Lemaire,

Controlled Access Headings

* Inventories
» Photocopies
» Photographs

Per sonal Name(s)

* Lemaire, Matthias, (Matthias Ludovicus Joannes Lemaire ), 1891-1979
» Louis Frederik (Frits), Lemaire, 1921-1995

Subject(s)

e Artdeders
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Collection Inventory

Folder

Binder 1: Africa--Centrd

General note

Angola; Democratic Republic of Congo.
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