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FOREWORD

"Here we have the story of the Yankee
Whaler from a man who has both delved
into the past and lived through the action
-from the student, the artist, and the
whaleman all in one. Born in New
Bedford, of blubber - hunting ancestry,
Clifford W. Ashley was fitted by cir-
cumstances and temperament to be
supremely happy in the ambience of the
whaling tradition. He is old enough to
have seen a score of square riggers fit-
ting out at one time, and young enough
to have suffered poignant regret when
the Wanderer piled on the rocks of
Cuttyhunk and the end had come. All
his life he has been absorbed in tracing
the evolution of rig and gear and handi-
craft as related to whaling. Endowed
with more than his fair share of shrewd
New England wit, keenly alive to the
power and picturesqueness of the whal-
ing unit, the thrill of portless roaming,
the bloody and desperate quest--what
are we not justified in expecting when
Ashley packs his chest and ships aboard
the Sunbeam?"

"He went prepared as no man had been
before him and he went with an eager
and an open mind. He pictures as no
other has done the multifarious duties
of the cooper, the whalecraftsman, the
rigger, the subtleties of boat gear and of
stowage. He nails to the mast, once and
for all, a multiplicity of lies and mis-
apprehensions which have crept into the
record of whaling. He sees clearly the
worst side as well as the best, but he has
returned unsoured from his voyaging,
and now lays his booty before us."

-Robert Cushman Murphy.

American Museum of Natural History,
N. Y., April 20th, 1926.

The above paragraphs are quoted from
Dr. Murphy's introduction to Mr. Ash-
ley's remarkable book, The Yankee
Whaler, recently published by Hough-
ton Mifflin Co. This volume contains
reproductions of one hundred of his
paintings, and is probably the most
authoritative account of the American
Whale Fishery that has been published.
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